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Takeaways  

1. How U.S. admissions officers determine college entrance 

2. Application process 

3. 2 main answers to all of your questions 

4. Your child has a partner!



QISS Class of 2017 

Acceptances



Sources 



Finding the Best College

What is ñthe Best?ò



Finding the Best College

Finding the Best College for YOU



Finding the Best Fit



Finding the Best Fit



College Rankings 



College Rankings = 

Easy to Manipulate
·Professorsô Salaries 

·Input Factors:

·Incoming studentsô SAT scores and class rank

·Selectivity 



The Answer to All of Your Questions



Think like an Admissions Officer

1. Will this student be academically successful?

2. Will this student be a good fit for this university?



Will This Student be Academically Successful?

1. Application Form

1. Common Application

2. College-Specific Application 

2. Academic Documents (Transcript) and School Forms

3. Test Scores (0ne of many components) 

4. Essay

5. Letters of Recommendations

6. Activities List

7. Other



Test Scores: SAT and ACT
· Submit scores from the testing agency to the university (not 

accepted otherwise)

· Usually just look at your highest score. 

· Score ranges

· SAT vs. ACT

· ACT is an achievement test: what student learned in school

· SAT: aptitude test: testing reasoning and verbal abilities 

· Recommend a practice test of each test



How many times should I take the test?

·No rule 

Taking tests over and over does not guarantee that the 

score will increase

·Slight Increase 55-57% of test-takers (ACT-1pt, SAT 

40points)

·About 25-35% of decrease 

·Depends on your 1st score



Test Scores: 

SAT Subject Tests 
·Required by a limited amount of schools and 

suggested by some highly selective schools

·Scored on 800 scale and average score is very high

·Percentile is key 



Upcoming SAT Dates
·May 6, 2017 (during AP exams) (at QISS)

·June 3, 2017 SAT Subject Tests only (at QISS)

·October 7, 2017 (During Chinese holiday)

·November 4, 2017 SAT Subject Tests only (at QISS)

·December 2, 2017 (at QISS)



Test Scores: English Tests
IELTS and TOEFL

·Read texts, listen to lectures, present to a class: skills 
needed to succeed in college 

·Alternative means of demonstrating proficiency 
· Studying at American School

· Introductory Programs

·finite? 

·Credits toward the degree? 

·Easier to understand whether you make the grade: 
ñminimumò score requirements. 

·Recommend a practice test of each test 



Think like an Admissions Officer

1. Will this student be academically successful?

2. Will this student be a good fit for this university?



Not the Best University 

but the ñBest Fitò University

·Are you a better fit for your best friends or your 

acquaintances? 

·Fit: reason why some academically qualified students 

are NOT accepted to highly selective schools 



Different Universities 

Evaluate Differentlyébut:

Generally, schools rank the application parts in this 

order:

1. Grades in College Prep Courses

2. Strength of Curriculum 

3. Test Scores

4. Grades in All Courses

5. Essay

6. Counselor Recommendation

7. Teacher Recommendation 

8. Activity List



So, What do Universities Want?

·Not a mystery  --



The Guidance Process
·Self-Assessment

·Research and Planning (10 hours/school)

·What you want and what is realistic 

·Create school list

·Create an application plan 

·Applications and Essays 



Senior Year Application Plan Timeline

·Early Decision ïNovember    (binding)

·Early Action ïNovember       (non-binding)

·Regular Admission ïVaries (DecemberðMarch)



Summary 

2 Main Questions

Will this student be academically successful

Will this student be a good fit for this university?

2 Main Answers: 

ñIt Dependsò  

ñWhatôs Best is Personalò 

Your Child has a Partner! 
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